Playing
and
Exploring

engagement

Flaying and Exploring, Active Learning, and Creating and Thinking Critically support children’s learning across all areas

A Unique Child:
obsarving how a child is learning
Finding out and exploring
= Showing curiosity sbowt objects, events and people
& | =ing sensas to explore the workd around them
=Engaging in open-ended activity
= Showing parficular interests

Characteristics of Effective Learning

Playing with what they know

= Pratending objects are things from their expenenca
= Hapresanting ther expensnces in play

= Taking om a role in their play

= Acting owt esperiencae with other pecpis

Active
Learning

motivation

Being willing to *hawe a go’

= |nitigting acthaties

= Sesking challenge

= Showing a ‘can do' aftiuda

=Taking a rsk. engaging in nesy experiences, and eaming by
fnal and efror

A Unique Child:

obsarving how a child i learning
= Maintzining focus on ther activity for 2 pericd of time
= Showang high levels of energy, faacination
= Mot essily distracted
= Paying sttention to detsils

Keaping on trying

= Pergisting with activity when challenges coor

= Showing a belief that more effort or & different approach wil
pay off

= Bouncing back after difficulties

Enjoying achiewing what they set out to do

= Showing satisiaciion in mesting ther own goals

=Baing proud of how they sccomplished something — not just
the end result

= Enjoying meseting challengps for their own ke rather than
eviEmal rewsrds or prass

Positive Relationships:

what adults could do

= Play with children. Encourage them to explore, and show
your owm intensst in discovering new things.

* Help children as needed o do what they are trying o do,
without ft=king ower or directing.

= Join in play sensftvely, fitling in with children’s idess.

= Model pretending an ckiect is something else, and help
develop roles and stories.

= Emcourage children to try mew activities and o judge riska
for themeshes. Be sure to support childrens confidence
with wiords and body language.

= Pay attention to how children engage in activities --
the challenges faced, the efiort, thought, learming and
erpoyment. Talk mone about the process than products.

= Tak ahwourt how you and the children get better at thimgs
throwgh effort and practice, and what we all can learm when
things go wrong.

Positive Relationships:
what adults could do

= Support children o chooss their actvities —what thay want
to do and how they will do it

= Sbmulate children's interest through shared attention, and
calim ower-etimulated children.

= Help children to become awars of their own goals, make
plams, and to review their own progress and successes.
Drascrine what you ses them trying to do, and encouwrage
children to tak about their own processes and successes,

= He zpecific when you pra=e, especialy noting effort such
gE how the child concentrates, tries diffierent approaches,
parzists, sohes problems, and has new ideas.

= Emcourage children to learn together and from each other.

= Children develop ther own motivations when you gve
reasons and talk sbout lesrming, rather than jest dirscting.

= Proside sfimulating resounces which sre
scocessible and open-ended so they can be
used. moved and combined in & vanety of ways.

= hshe sure resources are relevant to children’s
niterests.

= fmange flieable indoor and outdoor spece and
recources where children can explone, build,
e and role play.

= Help children concentrates by imiing noise, and
mesking spaces visually caim and orderky.

= Flan fret-hand expenences and challenges
sopropriaie fo the development of the children.

* Enzure children have unintermupied time o play
= explone.

= Children will become more deeply imioched when
you prowide something that is mewr and unusus!
for them to explore, easpecaally when it is inked to
tsir interests.

= Mofice what arouses children’s curiosity, looking
for signs of desp ivvolement to identify learming
thest is intrinaically motvaied.

= Enzure children have time and freedom to
become desply wolved in activibes.

= Children can maintain focus on things that
interest them over &
keap ideas inmind by talking over photographs
of thesir previous activties.

= Ke=p significant actites out instesd of routinely
tichying them awsy

= Msks space and time for il children fo
contribute.

pericd of time. Help them 1o

Children develop at their own rates, and in their own ways. The development statements and their order should not be taken as necessary steps for individual childrean.
Thay should not be usad as checklists. The agafstage bands overlap because thesa are not fiwed age boundarnies but suggest a typical range of devalopmeant.

&

:
3
£
:
E




Creating
and
Thinking
Critically

thinking

Playing and Exploring, Active Laarming, and Creating and Thinking Critically support children’s learning across all areas
Characteristics of Effective Learning

A Unique Child:
obsarving how a child is learning
Having their own ideas
= Thinking of ideas
= Finding ways to solve probdems
= Finding news ways to do things

Making links

= Making links and noficing patterms in ther expenence

= Mazking predictions

= Testing their ideas

= Developing idess of grouping, sequences, causs and effect

Choosing ways to do things
* Planning, making decisions about how to approach 2 task,
sofve & problern and reach a gosl

= Cheching how well their activities are going
= Chianging strategy 8= needed
= Rewiewing hiows wesll the approach worked

Positive Relationships:

what aduits could do

* |z the language of thinking and learming:  dhink, know;
remambey, forged, ides, makas sanse, plan, lsam, find out,
confused, figure out, tnang to do.

= Model being & thinker, showing that you dom™ slways know,
are curious and sometimes puerled, and can think and
find ot

= Emcourasge open-ended thinking by not sefting on the first
ideaa; What alse = possible?

= fAbway= reapect children’s efiorts and ideass, 30 they ieel safe
to take 3 n=k with 8 new idea.

= Taking alowd helps children to think and control what they
dio. Model s=if-talk, describing your actions in play.

= Give children tme to tak and think.

=Value questions, tak. and many possible responses, without
rushing fowsard anawers o0 quickly.

= Support children's interests over ime, reminding them
of prewious approaches and encouraging them fo maks
conmections betwesn their experiences.

= Model the creative process, showing your thinking about
some of the mamy possible ways foreard.

= Sustaned shared thinking helps children to explore idess
and make link=. Follow children’s lead in conversation, and
think about things togather.

= Encourage children to describe problems they encounter,
and to suggest ways to soke the problem.

= Show and 8k sbout strategies — how to do things —
inciuding problemi-sohving, thinking and learning.

= Gifve feedback and help children to review their osm
progress and lesrning. Talk with children about what they
arne doing, how they plan to do it, what worked well and
what they would change next fime.

= Model the plan-do-review process yourse.

= In planning sctiviticea, ask yoursel: iz this an
apportuniy for children fo find their own ways fo
represent and develop thair own idess? Avoid
children just reproducing someone else's ideas.

= Build in opportunities for children to play with
matenals before using them in planned tasks.

= Flay is a key opportunity for children to think
creatively and flexioly, sole problems and link
ides=. Estsblish the enabling conditione for rich
play: space, time, flexble rescurces, choice,
comtrol, warm and supporiive reflabonships.

= Recognizsbie and predictable routines help
children to predict amd mske connections n ther
ENErENCES.

= Houtines can be fiexible, while =til basicaly
onderfy.

= Flan linked expanences that follow the ideas
children are really thinking sbout

= za mind-maps to represent thinking together.

= Develop 8 leaming community which focuses on
how and not just what we are lkeaming.

Children develop at their own ratas, and in their own ways. The development statements and their order should not be taken as necessary steps for individual childran.
Thay should not ba used as checklists. The age/stags bands ovarlap because these are not fiwed age boundaries but suggest a typical range of developmeant.
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